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Who Is To Be the Columbus of the Air.and When?
Bets Being Made That Atlantic Will

e Crossed in tlie Air This Sum¬
mer.-From Either Side

By Augustus Post
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rth: Heretoforc undiscusscd possi-
of utitity. I shall, ln this para-

graph refer obscurely only to tho old say¬
ing: "Nccessity is the rnothcr of inven¬
tion"; the modern lover; the advanced
crook, and the promoter.

Science has achieved wondorfully in con-

quering the nir. It is safer to-day in a

well buiit and well piloted biplane or mono-

plane at one hundred nnd more miles an

hour than it is in a limousine on Fifth
Avenue, A have noted, the manufacture
is continuing and new companicH are being

/ad.
Our Italian friends are at work for us on

mous Caproni, even the monslcr tri-
.an accommodate a large fes-

tive party. The Curtiss »uperplan< also holds
high place, a i well aa the Big Handley-Pagi
and De Havilands and other well known
rnakcK. The air will be full of sky boatu
before very long And they will be of nll

and styles, colors ;>nd fitting ai
the autos have set tbe pace.

"DAILY MAIL" 00,000 PRIZE.
Cross-Atlantic Flight.

(Under the Competition Rules of the Royal Aero Club.)

Name of Entrant {in full)

Address__
Aviators Certifieate No

PARTICULARS RELATING .TO THE AIRCRAFT INTENDED TO BE USED.

Type (Monoplane, Biplanc, etc.).
Dimensions [brcadlh, length, etc.).
Type and Horse Poivcr of Motor_

Approximalc apacit) of i:i'y' Tanks

!. the iindersiomed

2. ln

of_ u-,-.-__-, -_nereoy enter

for the " Daily Mail " ,£10,000 Prize upon the following conditions :.

1. 1 agree lo observe and abide by ihe R'ules ancl Regulations for
thc time being in force and governing thc contest. and to
comply in al! respects and at all times -with the requests or
instructions regarding the contest, which may be given to me
by any oi thc Officials of thc Royal Aero Club.

iddition to. and not by Way ot limitation of the liabiiities assumed
bv me by this entry under the said Rules and Regulations, 1
agree also to indemnify the Royal Aero Club and the
Proprietors nf the " Daily Mail," or their representatives or
servants. or any fellow competitor, against all claims and
damages arising out oh or caused by, any ascent, flight, or
descent made by me, whether or not such claims and demands
shall arise directly out of my own actions of out of the acts,
acdons, or proceedings of any persons assembling to witness
or bc present at such ascent or descent.

1 enclose cheque for £100, being Entrance Fcl\ and request to be
entered on the Competitors' Register of the Royal Aero
Club.

Martlesham, near ipswich, on a flight tn
Karacl ;. carrying li.N passengers, including
General McEwen and Pilots Major Archl-
hald S. MacLaren. M. C, A. F. A., and Ca

A. \< C. hc M M. \ Carthu:
.' i. p lzas been named, proceeding via
Paris, Marseilles, Southern Ilaiy, aii*o,
Bagdad, Bandar Abbas, to Karacl

tai ce of 5,800 mile -. It ha a pan f
127 feet and weighs, with fuel and passen
gers, 27,000 pounds. Ft has f< n Ro

T

Y<->u will not br "in tho fly" if you do not
grab a 'plane and iin tl flock. Whal nn

opportunity for some aenal-minded Ford!
A knock-down-put-it-together, instalment-
pUii aircraft with a book of expert in¬
structions and a No. 8 Libcrty enginc ready
to set mi Tom, Dick and Harry can bc
among the 400,000.

Already, as noted, tlie mail service by aero
has born iipr-nrd between Nozv York aml
Washington, New York and Boston, N'ew
Vork and Chicago and will bo greatly ex

tended. Tho difference between n ... ..

25c. stamp is but a thrill!

The innovation of expres- ai d freight will
lord to relieve terminal congestions ai d fa
cilitate deliveries. Picture a ton or tzvo of
coal, or auto motors, or eggs, or grapefruit
and avacados, dropping gracefully from tl c

a/.ure into your' front yard. Thia da
convenience seems to bo an ordaincd bless-
ing for young 10U».

Then to the N'orth Pole. For a jump and

getting there and back, Pcary, Cook et
al. make claims, but N'ow one Bartlett,
who knows somewhat, if you please, of tho
Polar regions, may pull tho big stunt.

ln my fourth4 utago 1 mentioned hereto¬
fore undiscusaed possibilitiea of utility, and
-. mated vaguely that 1 would t.rr.u with
"Necessity is the mother of invention" the

Royce eagle engines, and a speed of eighty
an hour. carrying 1.200 gallons of

ga dene, sufficient for sixteen hours'
Major MacLaren ha^ twice previ-

flown a Handlcy Page to Egypt. The
\ Mini trj as already announced the
landing in ilcutta of Major General Sal¬
mon, \ ho .'¦ from Cairo via Delhi, near-

00 a

When we have alreadj seen a -nuadron
of fl vi airplane's come in to Mineola from

c
modern lover, the advnnced. crook, and the
promoter. Consider these elements!

If a knock-down-and-put-it-together in-
stalment aeroplane fails of a man's cxpec-

tations, its frets break and the canvas i3
poor and ripsv ihe lines of the spruee aro
untrue nnd the motor sta'.ls, "necessity"
confronts him. It might be suggested that
he have a garage overhaul his engine; that
in- construct with his three wheels a run-

way to carry the pilot's seat and the en-

gine and propeller.cutting off all wings,
with the exception of enough of the upper
one to make a sunshade. He will then have
a devilish little raceabout, which should
give him lots of fun and the pedestrians he
meets much exercise. What is left of the

might be used for a chicken coop.
Oh, the spirit of romance! What more

a, more heart-pulsing stunt than to
drop into thc empty lot next door to the
home of your sweetheart, who rushes to

your nrm.% and you soar away in the irioon-

light to Coney Island! A boon for Cupid'a
victims! And what n place to spoon!
A darker picture confronts us. The burg-

lar, the confidence man, the dip, thc escaped
convict, the murderer to their hidden

San iXego, Cai., after having flown across

the United States in formation, and we

have dirigible records of 10 hours and 48
minutes which ha\e been made by small
naval dirigibles, the future ships of the
air will develop rapidly in this country as

they have abroad and the creat tinanciers
and transportation route builders of the
skies will rival the careers ot* rnose jjreat
fortune builders, the Harrimans, Hills,
Vanderbiits and Morgan--.

Ever
'"lane, and away into the mists of distance!
The advanced crook will locate his prey
and approach and escape from his deed as

mysteriously. We must organize aerial de-
tecti ve-.

Another Hogarth! 'Ware the exploiter
with the sroiden stock cf the Soandso Aero-
F lane Company, or the limited rights to
the wonderful gyroscopical self-adjusting
invention; his promotion of tifty-seven
varieties of get-rich-quick fake corpora¬
tions carryine an Arizona or Delaware
seal. When you receive his gaudy litera¬
ture, burn it; put an influenza sign on your
front door if his agents get the idea you
are an easy mark.
There will, of course, be an ethics of fly¬

ing. Who ever heard of a game which was
not cluttered up with them! No golfer
.vould drive off without yelling "fore" if
anybody bu1 his enemy were ahcad of him.
Take crochet, or tennis, or tiddledewinks.
Part of thc sport is in the Hoyle rules; so
with flying.

Doubtless rhe aspiring pilot will have ex-

-O^o^tA

aminations to pass under «tate laws, and
will, obtaining his license, know just when
to go to the right, or the left. or duck, or

soar higher; all about lightii and landing
places, day or night, and a map ahowing

Hoisting Passenger Train Into Skv-
Trniik Lines are Being Definitelv

Planned for Earlv Operation
By 1 larry E. 1 udor
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rngs, upon more

having been inaugurated in Greal Bi
France aml Italy, it behooves Americ
realize that thc reputation of this ..¦

is at stake in a field offering scope for
accepted attribute of American business
acumen. love of sport and desire foi
travel.
A few days ago tl e p

an extensive system of air travel has been
organized in Germany, and that a ui

passenger rate of "a dollar a mile" has
been instituted. There
humorous rn this announcement, as the
average conception of tiie internal
mercial and domestic condition- of Ger¬
many is based upon other reports p
semi-starvation and momentary an1
tion of the etTects of Bolshevism, anarch-
ism. socialism and a general revi

promising to overshadow the darkesl
of thc day of Robespierre in France.
Be that. as it may, one would scarce

sider that the German mind is in a r< c
mood t'or aerial joyriding, but the fact re-

mains that belief in and support oi' aerial
enterprise woulzl seem to be the rir.-
of Germany's 3ettling down to post-war
commercial and social life and thus demon-
strating that that disintegrating empire is
one of the "first at the post" contestants
in the coming international competition in
the lield of progressive inventiveness and
accomplishment.
Great Britain has, palpably, already

"shown her hand'' in measures calculated
to biizd her dominions closer by aerial com-

munication, and has in active operation
air travel lines. mail and parce! service,
survey work and other us vast
number of machines released from zvar

zvork. Activity in similar directions by
France, Italy and thc Scandinavian coun¬

tries is evident, and it is generally ;.

that the keenest of compel
develop. preparatory to for so long! zvar-

stneken Europe'- return to normal
In .so far as the hi tor rig o?

the part that aircraft ha? played is con¬

cerned, there can be no sidetracking of the
fact that American-designed mac

found no place in rhe Hsl ..f the types
used in active service during the war. Had
hostilities continued a few months longer

every one in the country. An amateur
could make a fine mess of the aerial. road-
v. ay, say between Manhattan and the. City
of Brotherly Love, if he lost his head or
"didn't know."

Why not put all the Amertcan Bolsheviki,

mceo-Lf.

and pacifists, ur.trained, in that bunch of
Fokkers surrendered recently by Germany
to the American Expeditionary Forces, wind
'em up and, elevated at forty-five degrees,
start 'em off? They would do everything
disestrous from a head plunge or an ex¬

plosion and fire or a turtle dive to a tail
spin. Then no more Reds over here to
blozv up judges' homes in Philadelphia.
Can you picture the sport of hunting

wild dueks and geese or even Rocky Moun-
tain goats and eagles by aeroplane? It's
coming.

It will be a gay life. Imagine Reggie de
Quincey, milady, hia wife, and the three
charming daughters de Quincey donning
their goggles and gogglettes, their furs,
their leather boots and coats. and
cute little brown caps! Tis an exi
moment when they proceed along the path
to the east nzeadow. The butler carries a

large hamper of food and wines. There
are numerous pieces of baggage. They
nter the reception room of the Fiyuzg
PaJace, aa de Quincey has merrily named
the s^ip. the engineer, mechanica nnd pilol
take their places. The engines roar! They
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of accompanying one or another -X th*
half hundred or so Brit -rs a»
Hendon on their looping flight
fortunately, was enl the Xr.cial
crowds and had. perforce, tc b<

.he more
from $100 to $250 for pern .-*ive«.

iters and daug local marnn to
enjoy th" privilege." But ss Ki

"that is another story."

Flivver!
ascend! Th* cabin windows ftll with elec¬
tric beams. Pianola begins
Maybe at Sault Ste. Marie for want
better name, they land. Possibly to some
enticingly green spot in Oklahoma the
or to a valley of the Rockies in Colorado,
to stop next at Coronado Beach, on the way
to Alaska and Japan.
We have the 'planes, the pilots and ex-

pert mechanics. Distinguished fliers from
the war fronts have had their "taste," and
want more. New aircraft factories Br*
a-borning.
A well known ace of r»no«n

fayette Escadril'e, recently returned ,

America, is author of this statement:
"It's the most logical thing in the w< 1

that the vast number of 'plan.- - i
in America and are bringing home f-
different fighting fronts, large or small. be
made useful. All sorts of industi
portation problems can be solved
*ages. orders, mail, express h»
As a sports vehicle the aeroplane is a supef
toy; for general travel, even commi
and business and social use, the airci
adaptable.

"It would be wanton waste if we were
to neglect this preat opportunity of
tific achievement."
Twill be a great life if the ga-

leaks! Nor fact nor fiction ever pa
before. flut why not? We*ve invenl
v ay, we've won the war, ; nd now ar-

for the super-dramatie upectaele of '

CLOUDLAND EXTRAVAGANZA

The author of this ar1 c

literally "up in the air" some 12,!
with .-..

ing 800 miles in nine hour;
Some speed! This is an Amei
record for balloons. !' was made '

er 9, 1918, undei- Aero l lub
rules.


